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The scripture for this Marian feast day reveals how 
the coming of Christ into our world through the 
poverty of Mary can change our lives.  
 
The radical message of the Gospel (Luke 1: 39-
56) and the promise of resurrection can transform 
our own understanding of power and authority.  
 
The First Reading (Apocalypse 11: 19,12: 1–
6.10) portrays a vivid dream full of symbolism. It 
emphasises the turmoil and struggle for power 
surrounding the early church at the time. Although 
the language may seem strange to our generation, 
the themes of fragile beginnings, of power strug-
gles rooted in evil motives, and of the overcoming 
of fear and sin through Christ, all hold an im-
portant message of hope for us today.  
 
The Second Reading (1 Corinthians 15: 20-26) 
speaks of the sovereignty of Christ, who calls all 
people to the fullness of resurrection. Christ’s 
kingdom is not based on selfish human notions of 
power and (authority.  
 
Today’s Psalm (Psalm 44) is full of the imagery 
of royalty and power in praise of God’s kingdom. 
However, the true nature of that kingdom is shown 
to us in the beautiful Gospel passage. A joyful 
meeting between two humble women, Mary and 
Elizabeth, is a revelation of the Gospel message. A 
new order of justice and mercy for all time will be 
proclaimed. The powerful will be brought low and 
the humble exalted. Let us take responsibility for 
proclaiming and living out this Gospel message     
today. We pray for that true peace that only Christ 
can bring, remembering especially the people of 
Ukraine. 

 

UPDATE ON MASS TIMES DURING 
AUGUST 
 
As mentioned in last week’s update, there 
will be weekday Mass everyday during 
the remainder of the month of August. 
 
UPDATE ON OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS DURING AUGUST 
 

 
The Parish Office will be mainly closed 
during the month of August but should be 
open on Thursday mornings.   
 
Although the Parish Office may be closed, 
emails will be continue to be accessed 
and actioned. 
 
Urgent sick calls only can always be 
made to the Priest’s House on 01372 
723373.   
 
Keep safe and well and let’s hope we 
have some much needed rain next week! 
 
 

 
Canon Bill       
 



.  

DATE  MASS INTENTION 

Sat 13 Aug  5.30pm    People of the Parish 

Sun 14 Aug Solemnity of The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 10.30am 
5.30pm 

Mansoor Bholah and Julita 
Jamarang RIP 
John Ryan RIP 

Mon 15 Aug 10.00am  Carmen Baya RIP 

Tue 16 Aug 
10.00am    John Millard RIP 

Wed 17 Aug 10.00am Beatrice Fernando RIP 

Thur 18 Aug 10.00am Arthur Richardson RIP 

Fri 19 Aug 10.00am Mansoor Bholah and Elpidio De 
Castro RIP 

Sat 20 Aug 5.30pm Deceased Members of the Nicholas 
Family 

Sun 21 Aug  Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10.30am 

 
5.30pm 

Carmelo Schifano RIP and the 
Schifano Family 
People of the Parish 

ADoRE Online spiritual mini-retreat morning 20 August 10.00am 

- 1.00pm. "Lead us not into temptation - we pray to be helped 

through times of testing.” Our special guest speaker is Jenny Baker, 
national leader of Celebrate conferences and presenter of CaFE 

videos. Starts with Mass at 10.00 and also includes Adoration,     
Prophetic sharing, Praise, Testimony and discussion. Please         

register for the Zoom meeting in advance at 

bit.ly/ADOREAUG2022 

Our Prayers are asked for all 
those who are ill:  

Frances Walsh, Merlyn Soares, Ann 
Schifano, Peter Galipeau, Emma Lee, 

Ian Watts, Steve Lee, Melitona          
Leander, Vanessa Tuff, Susan 

McCrory, Francis McCrory, Anita 
Hully, Joseph Poku, Angela Brett, 

Bob and Maria Adams, Kay Pledge, 
Jean Child, Debbie Swain, Alan        

Lucas and Rita Finnigan.  

RECENTLY DECEASED 
 

Please pray for the happy repose of the 
souls of Michael Ryan and Mary Gordon 
who have recently passed away.  Please 
also keep their families in your prayers.   

 

 

 
 

Relic Tour: St Bernadette 
 
In September and October this year, the relics of St              
Bernadette will journey on pilgrimage to England, Scotland, 
and Wales for the very first time. This very special once in a 
lifetime event will provide an opportunity for people of all 
ages and backgrounds to experience the special gifts and 
charisms of Lourdes, in a church or cathedral near them.  
Full details of the tour dates can be found at this link: 
Relic Tour Dates - Catholic Bishops' Conference 
(cbcew.org.uk) 
In this Diocese, the relics will be in Woking from the 21 - 22      
October, at the Cathedral from 22 – 23 October and at 
Worth Abbey from the 23 - 24 October.  These days will be 
marked by liturgical celebrations and opportunities for        
private prayer,  modelled on the celebrations that take place 
in Lourdes. Further details will be available in due course.  

FOODBANK UPDATE 
Thank you for your unstinting support.  It was great 
to see the boxes overflowing this week. Sadly, we 
know the number of people using our foodbank is 
85% higher than before the pandemic.  Most of our 
clients are severely food insecure, with 88% regu-
larly skipping meals.  
This week we have completely run out of: 
Sponge puddings; Chocolate spread; Cooking 
sauces; Chocolate; Powdered milk 
We also urgently need: 
Tinned vegetables; Tinned spaghetti ie. Hoops; 
Tinned fish; Noodles; Weetabix; Pasta sauce; Brown 
sauce; Small bags of sugar; Long life fruit juice; 
Squash; Biscuits; Rice puddings; Children's treats - 
Freddos, chocolate buttons, etc.; Toilet rolls;            
Sanitary towels; Adult toothbrushes; Adult          
toothpaste; Baby wipes; Shampoo; Washing powder.  
From a recent survey, we know that clients would 
like more help with energy bills (45%), affordable    
activities for children (25%), debt issues (22%) and 
access to mental health services (18%). The five most 
common reasons why people visit the foodbank are: 
1 - Cost of living 
2 - Poor physical health 
3 - Loss of earnings 
4 - Inadequate benefits 
5 - Mental health issues 

Our survey reaffirmed that 10 years on, we are 
more needed than ever.  We will keep doing all 
we can to help people not to need to use the 
foodbank because we see that when people are 
supported through projects like Epsom Pantry, 
the Poverty Truth Commission and the support 
work - change is possible.  This is all made     
possible with your generous support and         
donations - thank you. 
 

GIFT AID STATEMENTS 2021-2022 
Gift Aid Statements for the previous tax year 2021/22 are now 
ready for collection from the Parish Office. 
 

https://40go7.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/YhAa9OQV0NlQhXpv8oXIwD90UgKP7FbumuhUYxVO0NNscMTG_38uIAQPW76P7wyWrKxQGewtk7jCENSvtBXVL-1IWZKhxDKuMBrf9ywKyoKXgLWKU-UOVogT66Ja4Zn3x2HK7Y_xx9RBoPpzNtvztrzx4NJjBIOXc6M_AMbtE8Ont-apMhxpZoeARaOxyWh5cJ8e
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/st-bernadette-relic-tour-dates-venues/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/st-bernadette-relic-tour-dates-venues/


  

Parish Finances and Offertory 
CHURCH OFFERTORY 
Ways for you to contribute are as follows: 

- standing order: this is our preferred method. Please set up your standing order directly with your bank, using 
the following details - account name: RCD A&B St Joseph’s Epsom; sort code: 40-05-20; account number: 71076221; 
bank reference: your name, along with “GA” if you are a member of our Gift Aid scheme. (If you aren’t yet a Gift Aider, 
please do join the scheme! See below).  

- contactless devices: these are located in the narthex and in the church (beside the hymn books). Simply choose 
“Church offertory” from the list on the screen, and please select the option to add gift aid if you are a tax payer. (Note: 
these devices can also be used for special collections) 

- gift aid envelope scheme: please place your envelope in the collection buckets 
- loose cash: please place in the collection buckets 
Thank you for your support. 

Young Adults (18-35) Events 
 
Starting on Monday 19 September at 7.30pm 
Join the Diocesan young adults community as 
we go on a journey to explore God’s call on our 
lives. Our young adults meet online every       
fortnight for bible study and good conversation 
however, we will soon compliment these       
sessions with a series of guest speakers, joining 
us bi-monthly to help us discover the plans that 
God has for us. Starting on 19 September, Dr 
Pia Matthews discusses Human Flourishing. 
E: lizzie.wakeling@abdiocese.org.uk for more 
information. 
 

POOH CORNER 
Pooh Corner is looking for helpers! Could you spare a    cou-
ple of hours on a Monday morning? If so, please would you 
think about joining us. We need helpers to make teas and 
coffees, welcome new mums and carers as well as looking 
after the toys, and enable the session to run smoothly.  
We are a lovely friendly group of mums, dads and grandpar-
ents who help out in running the community playgroup here. 
We want everyone to feel welcome and included, the chil-
dren to be able to play and socialise in a safe fun          set-
ting, and the carers to be able to enjoy a hot cup of tea and 
a chat with others!  
You don't need to have a child with you to help out - in fact, 
we really need some helpers with hands free.  
Please contact the Parish Office who will pass on our           
details. Thank you! 
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School – Admission in September 2023  
  

In St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School’s admissions criteria, priority is given to Catholic children 

whose parent/carer attends Sunday Mass (this can include the Saturday evening vigil Mass) at least 

once a month.  Normally this is expected to have been the case for at least one year prior to the     

closing date for applications.  However, due to COVID, the Bishops of England & Wales suspended 
the obligation to attend Sunday Mass on 18 March 2020.  

  

On 6 May 2022, the Bishops announced that they were lifting the suspension of the obligation from 

Pentecost Sunday (i.e. 5 June 2022). This means that for those Catholic parents/carers who are    

seeking priority of admission to St Joseph’s that reference Mass attendance, they need to attend 

Mass at least once a month from now through to the closing date for applications (i.e. 15 January 

2023). In the parish of St Joseph’s, Epsom, such parents will need to sign in at Mass when they        

attend Mass between now and 15 January (but not during the month of August). 
 

Just for further clarification, the school’s admission policy states:  
 

“In most cases, attendance at Mass will be by the parent/carer. However, it is recognised that in certain 
circumstances, such as those involving bereavement, a separation or where one of the parents is not a 
Catholic, a child may attend Mass with another family member, such as a grandparent. In such circum-
stances, governors will accept this attendance as meeting the requirement of the policy as long as the 
duration and frequency of Mass attendance is met.  If such a situation does apply to a family, they will 
need to ensure that the priest is familiar with their particular circumstances and can verify it, providing 
an explanation of the Mass attendance on the Supplementary Information Form.” 
 

mailto:lizzie.wakeling@abdiocese.org.uk


 

Contact Us: 

Email: office@st-josephs-epsom.org.uk 
Telephone: 01372 723573 

PARISH OPENING HOURS 
 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY  
8.30A.M. – 2.30P.M. and 

THURSDAY 8.30A.M. – 12.30P.M. 
 

Are you Deaf or Hard of Hearing? 
Come and join the Diocesan Deaf Service as we 
celebrate Mass in Horsham at 1pm on the first     
Saturday of each month (except in August).  Mass 
is celebrated in sign language and speech so is 
fully accessible to all. You are also invited to join 
everyone for refreshments after the Mass for some 
social time together. For more information, please 
contact Margaret Fraher, Diocesan Inclusion        
Adviser - E: margaret.fraher@abdio-
cese.org.uk  M: 07508459315. 

 
 

Sharing the Church’s Story’ Conference – 
Saturday 17 September 2022 10am - 6pm 

Catholic Voices and Word on Fire are hosting a 
one-day conference at Friends House, Euston 
Road, London called ‘Sharing the Church’s 
Story’. Come and join 1000 Catholics who are 
passionate about the renewal of the Church in 
the UK and a host of dynamic speakers including 
the internationally renowned speaker and         
author, Bishop Robert Barron. So, whether             
you are a volunteer, parent, catechist, clergy,      
religious, or just want a boost for your faith life, 
then this conference is for you. Register/find out 
more? W: www.sharingthechurchsstory.com    
 

A Day at the Seaside for Young Adults (18-35) 
(rescheduled) Saturday 20 August at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea, East Preston at 11am 
A day at the seaside with Fr Stephen Ortiger! Fr          
Stephen, a Benedictine monk who is currently working 
in Parish Ministry is looking forward to celebrating 
Mass and then spending the day with the young adults 
of our Diocese. After Mass we will walk along the sea 
front to a beach side cafe where we will share lunch 
together. Contact E: lizzie.wakeling@abdio-
cese.org.uk for more information. 
To find out about events hosted by the Diocese please 
visit our website events calendar W: https://www.abdi-
ocese.org.uk/diocese/events 

 
. 
  

Join a pilgrimage with a difference this summer (13-
28 August). The Arundel & Brighton Ecumenical    
Walking Pilgrimage began in March 1975 with 32         
pilgrims journeying more than 240 miles together in 
faith. It has continued ever since as an annual event, 
with pilgrims of all ages and various Christian                
denominations walking to a cathedral city, sacred 
shrine, or place of religious interest.  
The pilgrimage is open to people of all ages with people 
invited to join us for the day, several days, or the            
duration of the journey. Everyone is welcome, though 
attendees need to have a reasonable level of physical 
fitness - our group aims to walk about 15 miles a day, 
travelling along footpaths and not roads, wherever       
possible. We enjoy pub lunches and opportunities to eat 
out, while spending our nights camping inside on the 
floors of school halls and churches. 
Our St Thomas Pilgrimage takes place 13-28           
August. To view the itinerary please click here. To 

book your place  visit the Pilgrims Live website. 

Churches Together in Epsom 
There will be an August break for the Coffee and Prayer 
meetings which are held on the second Friday of each 
month. 
Our next CTiE Coffee and Prayer Meeting will 
be on Friday, September 9th at 10:00 to 11:00 am, 
We meet in the covered outdoor section of 
the Old Moat Garden Centre Café 
 

Dominic Munro, 18, a member of the St Joseph's Parish 
Community, is currently cycling from Lands End to John    O’ 
Groats, primarily as a personal challenge, but also as a fund-
raiser for The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. He started on 
Saturday (16th July) and is hoping to reach John O’ Groats 
on 3rd August.  
If you would like to follow Dominic’s progress and donate to 
the charity, please use this link: www.justgiving.com/An-
drew-Munro13 

Save the date CAFOD Walk –18 September 2022 
Join us on 18 September at 12.30pm in Nonsuch 
Park (London Road Car Park entrance with war 
memorial) as we walk and learn together about the 
problems of the global food system, some solutions, 
and afterwards meet for a shared picnic and              
complete a simple action you can take with CAFOD to 
help. 
 

VISIT TO HEVER CASTLE SATURDAY 13 AUGUST 
 
Would you like to visit Hever Castle and be reminded of 
events in its Tudor-related history?  If so, you are invited 
to join a coach trip with St Paul’s Church (Banstead) on 
Saturday 13 August.  Further details can be found in the 
Narthex or by contacting Jill Bakker (01737 210241 or 
jill.bakker@gmail.com) 

OUR LADY CHAPEL 
Just a reminder to parents who join us in Our Lady 
Chapel for Mass, that it would be much appreciated if 
you could please bring only soft toys for your children 
to play with. 
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